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USER FRIENDLY 

User friendly. How many times have we heard these 
words? Of course, when the box is opened and the 
electronic device is turned on, unless you are a grad-
uate of MIT or an eleven year old, user friendly 
becomes 152 pages of engineer speak. Designed by 
engineers for engineers. 

Top Cats is similar in that it is a motorcycle club 
designed by motorcyclist. How easy can it get? You, 
as a member, pay your dues. For this nominal 
amount of money you receive: 12 issues of a profes-
sionally published Club newspaper; 12 meetings at a 
pleasant location conducive to sharing motorcycling 
experiences. 4 GRASS classes to instruct you on safe 
group riding; 16 of the best organized and led rides 
available anywhere. Close to 50 identifiable activities 
without having to turn a page or calling a tech-help 
line. Just bring yourself and your bike in good work-
ing order. Now that is what I call user friendly! 

There will always be questions. How do I start this 
thing? Which one is the brake and which one is the 
clutch? I hope not! But,how do you become a Road 
Captain, an Officer or who do I see about Top Cat 
apparel? Although the who, where and when are 
available to the membership through many sources, 
the Board and the Club's committees are putting 
form to any and all things pertaining to Top Cats. 
Just another step to continue the user friendly tradi-
tion of Top Cats. They may even be able to program 
your VCR or lend you an eleven year old to do it. 
Unless you ask, you will never know. 

Operating hint: Paint the brake thingees red(as in 
panic). 

Saddle Up, 

Kaution Korner 
By Ric "CLUTCH" Case 
Safety Committee Chai 

Three ways to upright a dropped 
motorcycle when you are al ine 

There are three methods you may use to upright a downed motorcycle when you are 
alone and on a relatively flat surface. With either method, turn the handlebars in the 
direction that you want the motorcycle to go up and into, make sure the bike is in gear 
if you can and, if the bike is down on its right side, put the kickstand in the down posi-
tion as you would to park. Place the transmission in first gear and hold the front brake 
lever on. 

Method 1. (Pushing) 
With your back toward the seat of the motorcycle, place your back, or 

butt, low and against the seat or frame of the motorcycle and squat down as far as you 
can go. Place one hand firmly on the frame or wherever you can securely grab it and 
the other hand on the handlebar to steady the motorcycle and to hold the front brake 
on so the wheel doesn't roll on you. With your leg muscles begin to push against the 
bike and rise up with it.' As the motorcycle gets closer to upright, (you can tell this 
because the lifting gets easier the closer it gets to being straight and upright), balance it 
with the hand on the handlebars and begin your about face so you are looking at the 
motorcycle. Now you can now completely control the motorcycle in an upright posi-
tion. Remount it only after a thorough safety check. 

Method 2. (Pulling) 
Facing the motorcycle with the seat on the far side and the engine bottom 

closest to you, place a hand on the handlebar (this may seem like a long stretch because 
it is far away from you at this point), grab the front brake lever to lock the front wheel, 
and place your foot on the outside edge of the floorboard or foot peg closest to you. If 
the bike is down on its right side, place the kickstand down. While pulling on the han-
dlebar, shift your body and weight in a direction away from the motorcycle until the 
motorcycle starts to lift off the ground. As it comes upright and as near to straight up 
as possible (again it get easier as it get closer to upright) reduce your pull and prepare 
to regain control of the motorcycle so it doesn't come all the way over on you. If it was 
down on its right side and you put the kickstand down, it will come over on the kick-
stand and not on you. 

Method 3. (Last Resort) 
This is the trickiest of all and the most dangerous and least desirable to 

execute. This method takes the most time and is the last resort method when all other 
methods don't work or are restrictive in some way that you just have no choice. This 
method should only be used in dyer emergencies and should be done with extreme cau-
tion particularly if the weather is wet or cold... Go to the most visible part of the high-
way. Remove all of your clothes and stand upright, facing traffic. Wave and smile. 
Jumping and jiggling helps too. Within 15 minutes or so, the cops will arrive, take you 
away to someplace warm, give you your clothes back and hold you for observation. 
Within hours, the cops will inform you of where the impound lot is located and you 
can retrieve your, now upright, motorcycle after paying a small fee. While this method 
may be more expensive and take more time, it requires the least amount of physical 
exertion and, you will get to meet many new people in the process, some of whom may 
become life - long friends. 

You need to practice these methods in a vacant area or parking lot, with other folks 
around to help you the same way a spotter assists a weight lifter. Note: For Method 3, 
it is recommended that you practice this in the privacy of your own bedroom, spotter 
optional. 

Iceman 
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TOP CATS - Illinois is a group of motorcycle enthusiasts with similar interests. 
Members must consist of responsible leaders, Presidents, Chairman, Owners, 
Proprietors, Kings, Queens, Partners, Principals, CEOs and other "TOP CATS" of 
large, medium and small organizations, institutions, companies and/or countries. 

THE BIKERS WHO MEAN BUSINESS 
President 	 Jim "Iceman" Heniff 7 	;1-5357 

(j heniff@mailstation.com) 
Vice President 	Chuck Prettyman 

(cpman4@aol.com) 
847/382-4269 

Treasurer 	Don Schaffer 
(numbersman@thecpas.biz) 

847/564-1489 

Secretary 	Ken Glassman 
(Ihawkeye50@hotmail.com) 

847/394-2646 

Founder 	 Carl "Virgo" Bender 
1941-2001 

Past President 	Sanra Vernon 
(vern693@aol.com) 

847/634-6402 

Director 	 Rose Temple .  
(rtemple@acnielsen.com ) 

847/516-8825 

Director 	 John Fraccaro 
( fraccarogj uno.com) 

847/697-9607 

Director 	 Jim "Taz" Krepel 
(tazman69er@netscape.net) 

815/459-9345 

Director 	 Terry "Lizard" Kumro 
(tlizardkumro@aol.com) 

847/639-4009 

Remember, TOP CATS meet the TOP TUESDAY of EACH month! 
web site: wvvw.topcats.org  HCfELINE:(847) 622,3501 e-nail: topcats_mcc@hotmalcom 

NEXT MEETING: March 2, 2004 
Committee Top Cats 

Activities 	 Jim Haase (jimhaase@comcast.net) 847/776-7845 

Advertising 	Don Schaffer (numbersman@thecpas.biz) 847/564-1489 

Membership 	Lynn Adams (leadams38@msn.com) 847/657-9363 
Charity Ride 	Rose Temple (rtemple@acnielsen.com) 847/516-8825 
Programs 	Chuck Prettyman (cpman4@aoLcom) 847/382-4269 
Products 	 Janet Riddick (riddick@vvickes.com) 847/548-8447 
Communications 	John Fraccaro (jfraccaro@juno.com) 
Roar 	 Wayne "Traveler" Kirkpatrick 

(wkirkpa177@aol.com) 
Website 	 Sal Saccomanno (salsacco@ameritech.net) 
Hotline 	 Jim Haase (jimhaase(ai/comcast.net) 

847/697-9607 
847/854-4137 

847/526-5200 
847/776-7845 

Safety 	Ric Case (riccase@ameritec.net) 847/363-1542 
Sgt at Arms 	Vince O'Leary (vincent104@aol.com) 847/438-4998 

UANIDY'S CYCLE 

it1141HMANTRIKES,INC. 
(847) 669-0256 

Fax (847) 669-0772 
www.randyscycle.com  

RANDY WEAVER 
11013 Route 47 
P.O. Box 516 
Huntley, IL 60142 

550 East Nortl•% ,! I lighway 
Des Plaines, Illinii> 60016 

GOLDWING HEADQUARTERS 
We got the MIDWESTS LARGEST SELECTION of 

new and used GOLDWINGS IN STOCK! 

• SALES 

• SERVICE 

VISIT US 
ONLINE AT 
WWWDPHONDA.COM  

550 East Northwest Hwy. Des Plaines Il. 60016 
(847) 699-9600 FAX (847) 699-9653 



Poor Predicting 
Submitted by Jim Haase 

If You Guess Wrong, You Can Morph a Near Miss into a Collision 

You're on your way home after a quick Saturday after-
noon trip to the store. Traffic on the urban arterial is 
heavy with a lot of drivers making left turns in busi-
nesses. You're aware that left-turning cards are a big 
hazard for motorcyclists, so you scrutinize oncoming 
vehicles for clues that they may be turning across your 
path, and you cover the front brake lever in case you 
need to make a panic stop. 

You're not surprised when you see an oncoming car 
starting to turn left. The driver doesn't signal, but you 
see the hood dip slightly, and the front wheel starts to 
turn in your direction. You know what's happening, so 
you're in no danger, but you are indignant that the dri-
ver doesn't seem to care. You predict that there will be 
just enough space for you to cut close behind the 
offending driver as he continues into the parking lot. 
You intend to ride straight ahead and then beep your 
horn as a wake-up call. 

But halfway across your path, the driver suddenly sees 
you and slams on the brakes. Pushing hard on the left 
grip, you're barely able to swerve around the car, miss-
ing the rear bumper by inches. Now you're really 
angry at the driver's stupidity. 

Approximately one-fourth of all motorcycle accidents 
are collisions with left-turners, so being aware of pos-
sible left-turners is wise. But you can't assume that a 
driver turning across your path sees you. And you 
can't predict that the driver will continue into the park-
ing lot across your path if he or she suddenly sees you 
at the last minute. You need to be ready to make a 
quick stop in case that driver panics and stops in your 
path. You should also be aware of other vehicles that 
could pull out into your path, such as a driver waiting 
to pull out from your right. In this situation, you can 
improve your odds by ignoring the unintentional trans-
gression and using your knowledge and skill to create 
more separation. 

Excerpted with permission from Street Strategies: A Survival 
Guide for Motorcyclists by David Hough, $19.95, ISBN 1-
889540-69-2. Copyright © 2001 by BowTie Press. 

LJ 

New 
Top Cats Merchandise Program 

At the March 2nd meeting, "OFFICIAL" Top 
Cats clothing will be made available to the mem-
bership for sizing and ordering. This is a new 
program. From the displayed items a member 
will be able to choose, order and pay for Top 
Cats apparel. This is an embroidered mens and 
womens line of clothing including polo shirts, 
both long and short sleeved; sweatshirts, col-
lared and without collars; a windbreaker, with 
detachable sleeves and a hat. There will also be a 
catalog from our supplier with other selections. 

The orders will be processed by the Merchandise 
Committee as a convenience to the membership 
and shipped direct to the member on a prepaid 
basis. 

Janet Riddick 
Merchandise Chairperson 



Minutes of the General Meeting on Feb. 3, 2004 
	

Minutes of the Board Meeting on Feb. 9, 2004 
By Hawkeye 	 By Hawkeye 

As Jim Heniff called the meeting to order, Don Esbjorson 
introduced Jerry Weber as his guest; Bard Boand intro-
duced Dan Benninghoven, Ken Glassman introduced John 
Snellgrove, and Randy Braun introduced William Yates, all 
as guests and prospective members. 

Jim Haase, introduced Gary Brandt as his co-chair of the 
Activities Committee. Jim gave us a brief overview of the 
ride calendar, which will become official in March. Please 
refer to the website for specific information. Jim has a mix 
of new rides, and established rides for our enjoyment this 
year. Road Captains are needed for several rides. If you'd 
like to become a Road Captain for the first time, please call 
Jim or Ric Case for information on how to go about it. You 
will be set up with a Senior Road Captain to help you plan 
a ride, or lead one that needs a Road Captain, so it's not a 
daunting task to undertake. If you are already a Road 
Captain, please call Jim and help out. Every ride will 
require several Road Captains due to the size of our rides, 
so there is plenty to do for everyone. 

Bard Boand reminded everyone that the Little Sturgis on the 
River event will be held in Davenport, Iowa on June 18 & 
19. You can Call Kim Bothell at the Radisson hotel at 563-
322-2200 for reservations. Tell her you're a Top Cat and get 
the special $89 rate. 

Don Schaffer reminded the members who own businesses 
and would like to advertise in the Roar to contact him. Also, 
if you know of any business that would benefit from reach-
ing our members whether motorcycle related or not, ask 
them and put them in touch with Don. We're losing a few 
advertisers and need to replace them. Advertisers help pay 
for the cost of Roar, so it's imperative that we continue to 
attract new advertisers. 

John Fraccaro reminded the members that our website has 
a new feature where members can list anything motorcycle 
related for sale. SO check out the site, and if you'd like to 
list anything, contact John and he'll get that done for you. 

Rose Temple informed the members that our 8th Annual 
Charity Ride will be held on September Sunday September 
12, at Dukes Grill in Wauconda. Additional information 
about the event and how you can participate is discussed 
elsewhere in this Roar. 

Wayne Kirkpatrick reminded the members that March 7 is 
the date for the CPR class. Contact Ric Case for details. 
The Experienced Riders' Course will be held on April 10th 
at CLC and the Basic Riders' Course June 4-6 at CLC. 
Members must sign up before February 16th. Keith Zawila 
provided details on each course and more info is on our 
web site: www.topcats.org . 

Present at Duke's Grill were Jim Heniff, Rose Temple, John 
Fraccaro, Terry Kumro, Chuck Prettyman, Don Schaffer, Taz 
Krepel, Ken Glassman. In the gallery was Lynn Adams, Ric 
Case, Bard Boand, and Jim Haas. 

Jerry Weber, of Aurora, John Snellgrove, of McHenry, and 
Maria Hillman, of North Barrington, were accepted as Full 
Members. All Top Cats WELCOME YOU ! 

The Board will follow the membership guidelines laid out last 
year for all of those members who have not paid their dues by 
February 1. Those folks have been dropped from the Roar 
mailing list, and will need to fill out a new Membership 
Application, and submit their dues check for reinstatement. 
They must have fulfilled their GRASS class requirement for 
membership consideration. Former members who apply for 
reinstatement who have not taken a GRASS class will be 
required to attend one before being considered for membership 
reinstatement. 

Treasurer, Don Schaffer, submitted the financial, and they 
were accepted by the Board. 

Board members and Committee Chairmen may, in the normal 
course of their administrative Top Cats duties and responsibil-
ities, spend up to $150 for necessary expenses without Board 
Approval. Any new expenditures above that amount will be 
brought to the Board for prior approval, as per the normal pro-
cedures. 

Activities Chairman, Jim Haase, presented to the Board the 
latest draft of the Ride Calendar for their perusal, suggestions, 
corrections, or input. The final calendar will be voted on at the 
March Board Meeting. The Ride Calendar is always a work-
in-progress, and may be altered during the riding season as 
necessary. Members will be encouraged to continue to bring 
ideas for rides to Jim, especially for those dates such as Little 
Sturgis, Big Sturgis, and The July 4th Ride, where local day 
rides for those who do not attend the overnight rides, is 
encouraged. 

The next GRASS Class is scheduled for May 2. Members 
should always check the website for updates to rides, and 
events. The Hot Line will also be available for checking infor-
mation on upcoming rides and events. 

The 50/50 raffle was held. . .1 didn't win. 



TOP CATS ACTIVITIES CALENDAR 
March 2004 - June 2004 

Date Time Activity Location Leader 

Tue-Mar-2 7:30 PM Top Cats General Meeting Boathouse, Wauconda J. Heniff 
Sun-Mar-7 11:00 AM CPR Class Spring Grove Firehouse Yvonne St. John 
Mon-Mar-8 7:00 PM Top Cats Board Meeting Duke's, Wauconda J. Heniff 
Tue-Apr-6 7:30 PM Top Cats General Meeting Boathouse, Wauconda J. Heniff 
Sat-Apr-10 8:00 AM Experienced Rider Course College of Lake County K. Zawila 
Mon-Apr-12 7:30 PM Top Cats Board Meeting Duke's, Wauconda J. Heniff 
Sun-Apr-18 10:00 AM Top Cats Spring Fling Ride TBD B. Ryan 
Sun-May-2 9:00 AM G.R.A.S.S. Class Village Grill, Buffalo Grove R. Case 
Tue-May-4 7:30 PM Top Cats General Meeting Boathouse, Wauconda J. Heniff 
Sun-May-9 All Day Mother's Day Wherever Mom Wants Mom 
Mon-May-10 7:30 PM Top Cats Board Meeting Duke's, Wauconda J. Heniff 
Sun-May-16 7:00 AM Top Cats Little Angels Ride TBD J. Lunde 
Sun-May-23 4:45 AM Top Cats Sunrise Ride Aptakisic & Milwaukee Ave T. Melia 
Tue-Jun-1 7:30 PM Top Cats General Meeting Boathouse, Wauconda J. Heniff 
Fri-Jun-4 6:00 PM Beginning Rider Course College of Lake County K. Zawila 
Sat-Jun-5 7:00 AM Top Cats Three Rivers Ride Broken Oar, Cary D. Schaffer 
Sat-Jun-5 8:00 AM Beginning Rider Course College of Lake County K. Zawila 
Sun-Jun-6 8:00 AM Beginning Rider Course College of Lake County K. Zawila 
Mon-Jun-7 7:30 PM Top Cats Board Meeting Duke's, Wauconda J. Heniff 
Fri-Jun-18 10:00 AM Top Cats Little Sturgis Ride Egg Harbor, Barrington B. Boand 
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CAREER FAIR 
By Dan Strickler 

Lake Zurich High School will hold a Career Fair 
on April 30, from 8:15 to 12:45. If any Top Cats 
would like to set up a table in the gym with adver-
tising and information about their business, con-
tact Lisa Feldman at 847-540-4212. High school 
kids will come by and ask questions related to 
your business, education and training, through-
out the morning. 

2004 Activities Kickoff! 
by Jim Haase 

!You're invited! Don't miss the 2004 Activities Kickoff! 
at the General Meeting, Tuesday March 2. We'll be 

!presenting the 2004 Ride Calendar, launching this! 
!year's Activities Theme and communicating a veritable! 
icornucopia of new support options for planning and 
ileading terrific rides. Be there! 

r 
I 
I 
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LET US CONQUER YOUR CREDIT! 
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requesting the membership to network, with other busi-
nesses owners, to gain their support with donations and 
sponsorships. 

Networking...For A Great Cause 
By Rose Temple 

On Sunday, September 12, 2004, the Top Cats will be 
conducting our 8th Annual Charity Ride to benefit 
NISRA, the Northern Illinois Special Recreation 
Association. As many of you may know, NISRA is a con-
glomerate of several park districts from the northern sub-
urbs. These park districts have joined together to provide 
special recreational programs for disabled children and 
adults. The programs include special summer day 
camps, field trips, special events, and Special Olympics 
training. Outside of governmental funding, our club is the 
major source of funds that provide NISRA with contribu-
tions to fund much needed programs, and equipment, 
that otherwise would not be available to the people that 
NISRA services. 

Over the past 7 years, our club has raised over $200,000 
for NISRA, with over $40,000 raised last year alone. Our 
contributions have been used to purchase specialized 
playground equipment, as well as to send dozens of dis-
abled kids, (whose families could never have afforded it), 
to special (and expensive) summer camps. The Special 
Olympic program has also benefited from our efforts. 
All of our donations stay within the local communities and 
directly benefit our local citizens. 

.Top Cats is the only motorcycle club that has ever been 
(twice) honored by the Illinois Park and Recreation 
Association, and the Illinois Association of Park Districts, 
with their Community Service Award. These awards were 
not only presented to our club for recognizing our mone-
tary contributions, but also for our ongoing involvement 
with NISRA. Top Cats participates in events such as the 
NISRA Fashion Show and the NISRA Picnic, where we 
have the opportunity to interact with the people we help. 

In the past, a portion of our fundraising activities has 
involved the raffling of a motorcycle. The charity com-
mittee had requested our members to take ten raffle tick-
ets, to sell or purchase themselves, as well as to sell 
additional tickets to their friends and business associ-
ates. 

This year, the Charity Committee, co-chaired by Rose 
Temple and Linda Daro, has decided to do something dif-
ferent. They will NOT be raffling off a motorcycle. They 
will NOT be asking members to sell tickets. Instead they 
are requesting your help in the true fashion of what Top 
Cats stands for. 

The Charity Committee is requesting your help in net-
working. The type of networking as stated in our mission 
statement ... 

"Top Cats of Illinois is a forum for the exchange of ideas that 
affect motorcyclists; fostering member development through net-
working, business, educational and social opportunities; and 
acts as a motorcyclists' rights and interests advocate." 

Since our membership is made up of business owners, 
entrepreneurs, and executives, the Charity Committee is 

If a large corporation employs a member, that corporation 
has a person who oversees corporate contributions. 
They, more than likely, have a mechanism in place to 
contribute to worthwhile causes. Please inquire who that 
person is and pass their names along to Rose or Linda. 
Your business associates who are affluent also donate 
money to various charities. Please ask them to consider 
The Top Cats Charity Ride for NISRA one of their caus-
es to support. 

The Committee's goal is to provide the greatest possible 
benefit for NISRA. The Committee has many sponsor-
ship programs in place for all sizes of corporate dona-
tions and we would be delighted to develop alternate 
sponsor programs suited for any company's needs. In 
addition to the benefits of just giving, many of the spon-
sorship programs offer valuable recognition, throughout 
the year, as supporters of NISRA and our club. 

Additionally, if a member owns their own company, or if 
they know of a business associate that would like to con-
tribute, the Committee is looking for raffle prize dona-
tions. Gift certificates and any type product will be grate-
fully accepted. 

So please, get involved. Be part of the Top Cats charity 
efforts. If you are a newer member, what better way to 
meet more members and to forge friendships than to get 
involved with our charity efforts. Call Rose Temple, Linda 
Daro, or anyone working on the Charity Committee, and 
find out what you can do to help. 

And please make sure that you sign up for the ride on 
September 12. This is our MAIN ride of the year. It is our 
hope that EVERY member can be part of it. 

Sponsor packets are available and can be obtained by 
calling Rose or Linda. 

Linda Daro 	847-421-2891 POMGIRLND@aol.com  
Rose Temple 847-516-8825 
rtemple@acnielsen.com  

So please, let's get started! If EVERYONE in our club 
makes just a little effort, we can accomplish great things. 
It is never too early to network for a great cause. 



GEORGE J. LAX 
CELL # (847) 533-5236 
P.O. BOX 725 
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AIR CONDITIONING 
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CAFE_ 
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DIRTY BIKES 
By Traveler 

I recently took my annual physical and my doc-
tor always asks me about my motorcycle adven-
tures over the past year and if anything is caus-
ing me concern about my health. It seems that, 
no matter what I tell him about my health, he 
chuckles and says it just part of growing old. 
This year, I finally got his attention when I told 
him that my only health concern was that my 
bike is always dirty. I simply explained to him 
that... 

I decided to wash my bike. 

I rolled it outside with the forks locked because I didn't have the 
key with me. 

I go back in the house for the key and, as I start back toward the 
garage, I notice that there is mail on the hall table with a motor-
cycle flyer in it. 

I decide to go through the mail before I wash the bike. 

I lay my bike keys down on the table, read the motorcycle flyer, 
put the junk mail in the trash can, under the table, and notice that 
the trash can is full. 

So, I decide to put the bills back on the table and take out the 
trash first. 

But then I think, since I'm going to be near the mailbox when I 
take out the trash anyway, I may as well pay the bills first. 

I take my checkbook off the table, and see that there is only one 
check left. 

My extra checks are in my desk in the office, so I go to my desk 
where I find the cup of coffee that I had been drinking that morn-
ing. 

I'm going to look for my checks, but first I need to push the cof-
fee aside so I don't accidentally knock it over. 

I see that the coffee is getting cold, and I decide I should put it in 
the microwave to warm it up. 

As I head toward the kitchen with the coffee, my riding boots at 
the foot of my bed catch my eye. They need to be shined. 

I set the coffee down on the dresser, and I discover my reading 
glasses that I've been searching for all morning. 

I decide I better put them back on my desk, but first I'm going to 
put a coat of polish on my boots. 

I set the glasses back down on the dresser, take my boots to the 
laundry room and suddenly I spot the TV remote laying on the 
dryer. 

I must have left it there when I took the clothes out after watch-
ing the news last night. 

I realize that tonight when I go to watch TV, I will be looking for 
the damn remote, but I won't remember that it's on the dryer, so 
I decide to put it back in the den where it belongs, but first I'll 
polish my boots. 

I open the can of polish, drop it on the floor and spill shoe polish 
all over the laundry room floor. 

So, I set the remote back down on the dryer, get a rag and wipe 
up the polish. 

Then I head down the hall trying to remember what I was plan-
ning to do. 

At the end of the day: the bike isn't washed, the bills aren't paid, 
there is a cold cup of coffee sitting on my dresser, my boots 
aren't polished, there is still only one check in my checkbook, I 
can't find the remote, I can't find my glasses, and I don't remem-
ber what I did with the keys to my bike. 

Then, when I try to figure out why nothing got done today, I'm 
really baffled because I know I was busy all day long, it's only 
5:30 PM, and I'm really tired. 

I realize this is a serious problem, and I'll make a note to mention 
it to my doctor. 

I go up to my office to make a note to my doctor then go back 
downstairs, eat dinner, watch TV and go to bed. 

At 7:30 AM, the next morning I get up to go get my annual phys-
ical, the phone rings and it's my neighbor asking why my dirty 
motorcycle was sitting in my driveway all night. 

So that, doctor, is why I'm concerned about my 
dirty bike!! HIS reply..."Hmmm, now where's 
my stethoscope? 

(Don't laugh -- if this isn't you yet, your day is coming! ) 



OIL SPOTS 
By Traveler 

CURVE WARNINGS. Did you ever encounter a blind 
curve and go through that instant mental process of 
trying to figure out which way the road goes and 
how fast you can take that curve because you can't 
see it? If you haven't...you will someday. A few 
ways to make that situation less painful... Look at 
the tree line or at the electric / telephone poles. 
They usually, but not ALWAYS, follow the contour 
of the road. If you encounter a hill with a sign indi-
cating a curve over the hill, the power lines may be 
your only indication of which way the road curves. 
But, be prepared for the power lines to go across the 
road to your left when the road actually curves to 
the right. 

CURVE SPEED. Most curves are preceded by a yel-
low warning sign that will indicate the direction of 
a curve followed by a yellow warning sign with a 
recommended speed. Curves without a recom-
mended speed mean one of two things, the sign is 
missing and you're about to get a real adrenaline 
rush if you don't slow down or, no sign indicates 
that you can safely take that curve at the existing 
speed limit. As a rider, you know that you can often 
take curves at speeds higher than the recommended 
speed but...not always. How can you tell the differ-
ence? Look for the Delta. That is, the difference 
between the existing speed limit and the recom-
mended speed for that curve. If the difference 
(Delta) is low, the curve is moderate. If the differ-
ence is high, the curve is sharp. If you're riding in 
a 55 mph zone and the yellow recommended speed 
sign preceding a curve is 10 MPH, you better get on 
the brakes real quick. 

ORGANS. The California Legislature has reconsid-
ered its proposed law that would require the invol-
untary "Harvesting" of organs from dead motorcy-
clists. Organ donating will remain a pre - decision 
of the rider. Thank goodness! There are some of 
my organs that I would prefer to take to my grave 
with me and some people that I would never want to 
see my organs hanging from. 

COOL RIDES. I wish I knew where, in this great 
country, all of the great places to ride were. My goal 
would be to ride every one of them while I still can. 
If you have a similar sense of adventure, you can 
find many of these neat places in AMA's new book 
"Great American Motorcycle Tours" by Gary 
McKechnie and, in the Motorcycle Travel and 
Adventure magazine published by Cycle World 
magazine. 

TRAFFIC LIGHTS, AGAIN. You might be as sick 
about hearing this again as some of us are about 

being stuck at a traffic light but... Another way to 
try and trip a stuck traffic light is to put your kick-
stand down on the sensor slit cut in the road surface. 
Don't forget to put it up before you take off. 

SLAP ON THE WRIST? Optimists will argue that 
U.S. Rep. Bill Janklow, the South Dakota con-
gressman who sped through a stop sign and killed 
motorcyclist Randy Scott, at least got convicted. 
Pessimists will argue that voluntarily resigning 
from congress and receiving a sentence of 30 days 
in jail, and seventy days of community service, with 
only nights spent in jail, is insufficient. The ques-
tion still remains ..is a biker's life worth less than a 
pedestrian's or an automobile driver's? 

Biker Culture 
Think about it...Life is sexually transmitted. 

An unbreakable tool is useful for breaking other 
tools. 

If quitters never win, and winners never quit, then 
who is the fool who said, "Quit while you're 
ahead?" 

Just what the hell is Hypo Allergenic anyway and 
why is my vacuum cleaner the only appliance that 
is? 

Where does electricity go once it's used? 

If you're decapitated, what hurts, your head or your 
body? 

If you went fishing for Gar, and caught one in the 
ocean, would it be a sea gar? 

How come politicians and criminals both serve 
terms? 

Why is it, whenever you enter a mall through a store 
you have to go through the lingerie department? 

How come you never see a wrecked UPS truck, a 
speeding hearse, a dirty fire truck, or a snow plow 
out of gas? 

The only difference between a rut and a grave is the 
depth. 

Health is merely the slowest possible rate at which 
one can die. 

I don't want to die healthy, trim, and good looking. 
I want to arrive in a cloud of dust, sliding sideways, 
and all used up. 



do  

And The Winners Are... 
By Rose Temple 

What a wonderful night! With 87 people in attendance, The 
Top Cats Annual Banquet was a huge success! Good friends, 
good food and plenty of laughter and heartfelt tears to be 
shared by all. 

Tom Temple started the evening with the blow of a whistle and 
kept the momentum going with a smile. Winners were in abun-
dance. There was a good share of laughter for the spontaneous 
gag gifts. Taz received instructions, complete with Indian head 
gear, on how to dance an Indian rain dance (to get his bike 
washed by nature). Pete and Cheryl Hemmelgarn received an 
alarm clock and calendar so they do not have any excuses for 
showing up 24 hours late for a ride! And we can't forget the 
fantastic speech Kim Helland gave for the most dedicated pas-
senger, Sue Apel. I believe we are all a bit more aware of what 
it takes to ride on back! 

The evening also had it's share of heartfelt tears. Ric Case and 
Wayne Kirkpatrick surprised Lynn Adams with the most 
improved rider award. Tom proudly presented his wife Rose 
with the Rookie of the Year award. Ric Case, Bard Boand, 
Jordy Glazov and Don Schaffer presented a grateful Wayne 
Kirkpatrick with the Top Cats Founder's Cup Award. 

The following members are the 2003 award recipients : 

Most Memorable Ride: 
Most Scenic Ride: 
Best Prepared Ride: 
Most Customized Bike: 
Most Accessorized Bike: 
Dedicated Passenger: 
Top Cats Iron Butt Award: 
Charity Ride Recognition: 
Most Improved Rider: 
Safest Rider: 
Top Cats Gold Rocker: 
Road Captain of the Year: 
Rookie of the Year: 
Top Cats Founder's Cup: 
Quietest Pipes: 
Loudest Pipes: 
Late To Ride Award: 
Cleanest Bike: 
Dirtiest Bike: 
Wiener Award : 

Jim Haase (Fall Color Ride) 
Stefan Levy (Waterview Ride) 
Jim Haase (Mississippi River Run) 
Stefan Levy 
Rob Morin 
Sue Apel 
Bernie Weiss 
Chuck Prettyman 
Lynn Adams 
Ric Case 
Jim Haase 
Jim Haase 
Rose Temple 
Wayne Kirkpatrick 
Jim Heniff 
Carl Hart 
Pete and Cheryl Hemmelgarn 
Carl Hart 
Jim Krepel 
Terry Kumro 

A special thanks to all the presenters and committee members 
for making the evening go smoothly! And all Top CatsEif you 
missed it this yearEyou missed a grand time. Be sure to be 
part of the action next year! 

c,  

To the Top Cats: 

Recently I decided to quit my full time job as a retail 
manager working 60 plus hours a week to go back to 
school in order to fulfill my lifelong dream to be a 
teacher. 

Since I was not continuing to work I applied for 
grants to pay for my tuition and childcare for my son 
(Virgos grandson) Joey. One of the requirements of 
a particular grant was to be working at least ten 
hours a week. 

With a full time class schedule, homework, field 
observations at schools, and taking care of Joey as a 
single mom, time is really a precious commodity. I 
didn't know how I would be able to manage to also 
add a job to the chaos. 

I decided to take a chance and send out an email to 
the Top Cats. Networking had always helped me as 
a manager in the past and I thought it was worth a try 
now. 

Within days I had a response from Stefan Levy the 
owner of Management Search with an opportunity 
for me to meet the grant obligations allowing a flex-
ible enough time schedule that I could meet and a 
source of income to support Joey and myself. 

I want to take this opportunity to thank Top Cats for 
connecting Stefan and myself. We are both benefit-
ing from the connection which is what networking is 
all about. One of the visions my dad (Virgo) had for 
Top Cats was for it to be a networking resource. 
People and relationships are very important in life. 
The right relationships can be a more powerful 
resource than all the research and marketing in the 
world. I hope the Top Cats continue to keep the net-
working avenue open and to use it. 

May the best of your past be the worst of your 
future, 

Sincerely, 

Jenny Bender 
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Top Cats - 1996 
By Traveler 

The TOP CATS organization was on a roll after officially start-
ing in 1995 and having a great year. The Club was meeting at 
the Barn of Barrington, the first Tuesday of each month. 

JAN 
The Club started the year with Rob Mann as President, Jim 
Tossing as VP, Don Dorgan - Treas, John Oliver - Sec, Dirs -
Jordy Glazov, Mikey "Trikey" Garceau, Herb Kaiser. By -
Laws were distributed, plans were made the first annual dinner, 
and a Spring picnic. Top Cats journeyed to the Bike Show in 
Chicago and the Swap Meet at McCormick Place. 

FEB 
Membership was up to 51 members. 33 members, plus wives, 
attended the meeting, the first activities calendar and roster 
were handed out, the treasury balanced at $1,063.81, Top Cats 
pins were ordered, the Club planned a March 31st, 180 mile 
Fox River Ride, and Jon "OJ" Simpson planned the first annu-
al charity ride. The first ROAR was published. Previous issues 
of the newsletter were known as "The Monthly Newsletter" and 
the "American Dream in Motion". 

MAR 
Associate membership dues were set at $40/yr, Gary Wayman 
took the position of Safety Committee Chairman, OJ set the 
First Annual Top Cats' Charity Ride date for Oct 6, and the first 
Annual Top Cats' Dinner was held and video taped for mem-
bers. Rob Mann and Jordy Glazov were among the cold, wet, 
riders who rode the 180 mile Fox River Run on Mar 31. A 200 
mi R/T ride to Castle Rock was planned for Apr 28. 

APR 
Jordy Glazov, Rob Mann, John Kahles, George Lax, Carl Hart, 
Ric Case, Terry Kumro, and Wayne Kirkpatrick were among 
the 15 bikes riding the Castle Rock Run. 

MAY 
The Club's Illinois State Articles of Incorporation as a Not - For 
- Profit organization were approved and planning was under-
way for a CPR class and a First Aid class. 

JUNE 
The Club dealt with the tobacco issue by separating smokers 
from non - smokers, the first Top Cats pins were distributed, 
and the first official Club participation in the Little Angels Ride 
consisted of a group of nine riders. George Lax took over as the 
Club Secretary, the first Around the Lake (Michigan) Ride, lead 
by Jim Tossing, was scheduled for 28 - 30 June with special T-
Shirts for participants, a CPR class was scheduled for July 13, 
and the first Lake Shore Drive Ride (now our annual Sunrise 
Ride) was planned for July 14. 

XaM SWOCOM—WASS;10 XXX 

JULY/AUG 
OJ Simpson announced that the goal of the first Top Cats' 
Charity Ride was to raise $20,000 for NISRA and Multiple 
Sclerosis. Brian Shahinian from NISRA and Top Cats Wayne 
Kirkpatrick and Ed Giuntini were the first guest speakers, the 
Board approved joining AMA, and the Club agreed to gather at 
Elk Creek Steak House for dinner while they were out at 
Sturgis. Ric Case, as the first Chair of the Nominating 
Committee announced the slate for September elections as; 
Rob Mann & Don Dorgan - Pres, Jordy Glazov - VP, Ric Case 
- Treas, George Lax - Sec, Dir's - Angel Moore, OJ Simpson, 
Vic Wojtas. 

SEP 
Elections resulted in; Rob Mann - Pres, Jordy Glazov - VP, Don 
Dorgan - Treas, George Lax - Sec, and Moore, Simpson„ 
Wojtas as Directors. Regular membership status was extended 
to executives, dept heads, managers and supervisors for a six - 
month period. The Club planned a weekend ride in Oct to 
House On The Rock, and a Mississippi River Ride next June. 

OCT 
The Club agreed to pay $500 for insuring the Charity Ride and 
now had 64 members; 20 Charter members and 44 dues - pay-
ing members. The first Annual Top Cats' Charity Ride saw 218 
riders attend and, between entry fees, corporate donations, the 
raffle for cash prizes and the Grand Prize; a Pin Ball machine, 
netted $6, 280,split evenly between NISRA and MS. Six bikes 
and twelve people rode to the House On The Rock for a week- X 
end, and the Club decided to have all members' dues due on 1 
Jan of each year. 

NOV 
The Club presented checks for $3,140 each, to NISRA and the 
MS Society. Jordy Glazov and OJ Simpson volunteered to co -
chair the 1997 Top Cats' 2d Annual Charity Ride. There was 
some growing dissension over the adequacy of the Barn of 
Barrington to host our Club meetings and, alternative locations 
were being discussed. 

DEC 
Top Cats' Jim "Hook" Tossing, and Donna Martin announced 
their engagement and subsequent June 7, 1997 wedding which X 
became the first Top Cats' Biker Wedding. In appreciation for k,  
organizing and starting the Top Cats, and for starting the 
monthly newsletter and making it the cornerstone of Club com-
munications, the Club presented Carl "Virgo" Bender with a 
statue called the "Top Cat" Award. 
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PO Box 1201 
Barrington, IL 60011-1201 
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